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MAPA meets this month at:  
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4-6 Woodhull Ave, 
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 Iôve wanted to fly since I was a kid, but it took me a long time to actually take lessons. As a boy I built and 

flew model planes and read "Flying Aces" every month. When I was about to graduate Belleville High School, I ap-

plied for the Navy V5 program, but I flunked the physical due to nearsightedness in one eye. I was still age 16 at the 

time. The officer that interviewed me encouraged me to join the Navy electronics program, which I did, but I had to 

wait until I got drafted to pass the physical.  I was in boot camp when WWII ended , but I still went to school for a 

year. The GI Bill allowed me to attend college and I earned my BSEE degree at Newark College of Engineering, 

while I was a weekend warrior in the Naval Air Reserve at Floyd Bennett Field in Brooklyn. This helped with some 

income, and I also got to ride in the Navy planes. Mostly in the belly of TBM torpedo planes, but sometime others 

such as PBYs. I also flew to Pensacola and spent 2 weeks on the CVL Cabot. http://www.vf31.com/CVL/cabot.html 

 When the Korean Conflict started in June 1950 I was called to active duty as an AT2 and sent to a patrol 

squadron. I spent 9 months as a radar operator in P2Vs flying patrols around the Aleutian Islands in Alaska. In June of 

1951, I was transferred to a carrier squadron operating out of Japan, which flew TBMs on Anti Submarine Patrols 

around the clock, until they ran out of planes. When I was released in March 1952, I immediately found a job as an 

Engineer with what is now ITT Defense. This was a great opportunity for me. I was financially able to get married 6 

months later. My wife Mary and I raised 5 kids, and they gave us 12 grandchildren. We were married 53 years before 

my wife succumbed to cancer.  I finally started flying lessons at N07 just before I retired after almost 40 years at ITT. 

I was 65 when I got my private, and I joined MAPA not long after. I was really happy when I got to solo, and it didn't 

take me long to finish the rest. I bought a Cherokee 140 N9559W in May 95, and  flew it over 5 years. It took me to 

lots of places. Oshkosh 5 times, Block Is, Martha's Vineyard, Nantucket, etc. After another plane taxied into it at Lin-

coln Park, I had to rent for awhile, but I soon bought my Cherokee 180 N6416J in July 2001.  

 My wife never objected to my flying, but she never flew in my plane. After she passed away I searched on the 

internet for a flying companion, and I found Kaye who is much more than a flying companion. I asked her to meet me 

at MJX near Toms River. I took her for her first ride in a small plane, and we have been together ever since. We flew 

to Florida twice in 2009. I have also been a pilot in the USCG Auxiliary since 2002, and a pilot in the Ocean County 

Air Support Squadron which aids the Sheriff's Department. 

 Flying has brought me a lot of pleasure, and still does. I have made many friends. I was the MAPA fly-out cap-

tain for 4 years, and Iôm still a MAPA member in good standing, but now I live too far away to attend every meeting. 

Art Templeton and I often fly to MAPA meetings when weather and the fates allow. 
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Meet your fellow MAPA Member - Fred Singer 

Fred Singer 
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From The Pilot in Command 

 Someone whispered to me this past Tuesday, ñSpring is in the airò.  As is always the case, ñwe 

will seeò.  

 Well if you missed last monthôs dinner at the Russian Hall you missed a fabulous dinner meet-

ing.  Our guest speaker was local celebrity Damian DelGaizo of Andover Flight Academy.  With all 

of the snow we have had this winter, what better than a little education on landing your plane with 

skis, not wheelsééDamian talked about ski techniques, white out landings, wilderness survival 

etc..  

 

 We had a great turn-out and actually met the 40-person minimum that is now required there at 

our local gourmet dinner place, the First Russian Hall of Little Falls.  This really proves that with the 

right speaker and right topic, we, MAPA, can fill the seats.  It was good to see everyone. 

 

 I am sure you are getting a little tired of me saying this, but MAPA needs you.  The current 

MAPA Board is getting a little crusty around the edges and needs some fresh, hip ideas. There I said 

it.  We need assistance in planning the dinners, the speakers, the fly-outs, etc. 

 

 We do have good news, Anna Mary McCann has volunteered to be our 2011 Fly-out Cap-

tain.   After two month of unsuccessful fly-outs, Anna Mary has taken the reins and I wonder where 

we are flying to next. 

 

 Two very sad notes: Many area aviators know Mary Sul-

livan long time MAPA Member and 99 and Len Levy a Morris-

town Aviator whose TFR e-mails keep us all in formed.  Maryôs 

mom passed away after a long illness on February 16, and Lenôs 

wife Margaret passed away on February 24.  Mary had relocat-

ed to the Scranton/Wilkes Barre area to care for her mother and  

Margaret was Lenôs rock for over 50 years. Our most sincere 

Condolences to both Mary and Len.  

 

Not much more to be said, life is short, live it well. 

 

Get out there and fly! 

 

Duncan   

Duncan Talbot   MAPA President                         
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MAPA meets on the 2nd Thursday each month; this month @ The Russian Hall,   

4-6 Woodhull Ave. Little Falls, NJ - Social 6:00pm - Dinner 7:00pm - Meeting 8:00pm 

The MAPA Website has been 

overhauled. Check a look!       

www.midatlanticpilots.org                

Editors Address 

      Anyone wishing to submit an 

article for publication in Surface 

Winds should mail their work 

to:  

Editor:  Robert Borghi,  

Mid -Atlantic Pilots Association,  

29 Wright Way 

PO Box B7, Fairfield, NJ 07004  

or e-mail:                                

Borghi.Transporti@Verizon.net 
 



Attention MAPA Pilots,   
 We are going to KDXR Danbury Muni Airport 

this month.  It is 54.4 miles from Morristown Airport.  

You can download more information at http://

www.airnav.com/airport/KDXR along with approach 

plates and an airport diagram.  The airport has two run-

ways, 08-26 (4420 x 150) and 17-35 (3135 x 100). 

 We are going to meet at the Olive Garden Res-

taurant at noon.  Parking is available at the Business 

Aircraft Center (BAC); and is free if buying fuel at 

$4.98/gal.  Else the parking fee is $10.00. 

 BAC is located at the Aviation International 

News Center.  It is a short walk of about 600 feet to the 

restaurant.  Arielle of BAC has offered to provide trans-

portation for those in need.  Phone is 203 ï 748 ï 7000.  

Arielle also informed me that BAC has discounts with 

the hotels for those planning to stay in Danbury for the 

weekend.  Enter 81 Kenosia Ave, Danbury, CT into 

Google Earth for a map of the area around BAC.      
For other activities in Danbury, see  

http://www.DANBURY.CT.US and http://www.wegoplaces.com/

CTDanbury_Region_363_Cat_Attractions.aspx 

 
 

MAPA  Fly -Out - Danbury, CT - (KDXR) Saturday  March 12, 2011 

 No destination is so important - and no trip is so urgent 

that we cannot take the time to plan our trip and fly safely 4 

PS ï Remember, all of our fly-outs are in Visual 

Meteorological Conditions only. If the weather is 

not VMC we will plan to fly to the same location 

the following Saturday.  If  again not we do not 

have VMC, the fly-out is scrubbed.  

Fly-out Captain,    

Annamary McCann 

McElroy, Deutsch, Mulvaney, 

and Carpenter, LLP 

Attorneys at Law 
A Diverse Practice That Places The Client First 

 

McElroy, Deutsch, Mulvaney & Carpenter, LLP is a full-
service law firm. The practice includes the representation 
of general aviation aircraft dealers, owners and pilots.  
 
Albert J. PucciarelliΣ ǿƘƻ ƘŜŀŘǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊƳΩǎ ŀǾƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊŀŎπ
tice, is a Panel Attorney for the AOPA Legal Services Plan, 
an instrument-rated commercial pilot and an aircraft own-
er. He has represented many pilots purchasing and selling 
aircraft, individually, through a company, or in partnership 
ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ Ŏŀƭƭ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊƳΩǎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀǎ ƴŜŎπ
essary to assist clients in other areas. The firm is proud of 
its tradition of providing quality professional services effi-
ciently and effectively. 

 
You can reach Mr. Pucciarelli at: 

40 WEST RIDGEWOOD AVENUE 
RIDGEWOOD, NJ 07450 

(201) 445-6722 
FAX (201) 445-5376 

E-MAIL: apucciarelli@mdmc-law.com 

The Fly-out is not sponsored by 

MAPA. It is strictly a suggested loca-

tion for pilots to join each other for 

lunch.  All decisions to participate are 

voluntary. All flight planning, go/no-

go decisions, and aircraft operations 

are solely the responsibility of the pilot 

in command of each individual air-

craft.   

http://www.airnav.com/airport/KDXR
http://www.airnav.com/airport/KDXR
http://www.danbury.ct.us/
http://www.wegoplaces.com/CTDanbury_Region_363_Cat_Attractions.aspx
http://www.wegoplaces.com/CTDanbury_Region_363_Cat_Attractions.aspx


PILOTS AND AVIATION ENTHUSIASTS  
The Mid-Atlantic Pilots Association invites you to our monthly 

meeting held on the second Thursday of each month. 

* Enjoy our sumptuous, all-you-can-eat buffet dinner 

* Learn from terrific guest speakers presenting lectures on a host of great aviation topics 

* Participate in some daring hangar flying and trade stories of your exploits with fellow  

intrepid flyers of all experience levels. 

Social - 6:00pm   Dinner - 7:00pm       Guest Program - 8:00pm      $25.00 inclusive 

Our Next regular meeting - Thursday March 10, 2011 - at The Russian Hall - (see directions page 5) 

 
 

 

Featuring: 

Richard Green 

Owner & President of Century Air  

 http://www.centuryair.com/ 

 Richard Green has pretty much done it all in avi-

ation. A retired American Airlines Captain in the A-310 

and A-600R, and Boeing 727 with 30,000 hours of ac-

cumulated flight time his resume is awsome. He'll be 

with us on Thursday March 10 to share some of his ex-

tensive aviation knowledge with us and discuss 

"Airworthiness", which Wikapedia says " is a term 

used to describe whether an aircraft has been certified 

as suitable for safe flight". Richard will tell us what 

airworthiness means to the FAA and how it applies in 

the real world to us and our aircraft. Spend an informa-

tive and educational evening with Richard at our meet-

ing on Thursday March 10, 2011. Youôll be glad you 

did. 

Some of Richardôs stats below: 

Captain Richard A. Greene, President and Owner of Century 

Air, is the recipient of the Flight Instructor of the Year Award 

from the Teterboro FSDO of the FAA. The award, which is 

given in recognition of Captain Greeneôs 50 years of dedica-

tion to flight training and his efforts to promote the FAA Safe-

ty Teamôs Mission, was presented by Mr. George Bennett, 

Manager of the FAA, during the FAA Safety Team Seminar on 

March 23, 2010.        Congratulations, Captain Greene!  

Century Air Featured on CBS - "The Early Show" 
Cntl + Click -  

http://www.cbsnews.com/video/watch/?id=4474779n 
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CERTIFICATES / RATINGS  
    Airline Transport Pilot, SEL / MEL 

    DC-3, Lear Jet, CE-500, CV-240, CV-440, CV-340, 

    B-727, Martin 202/404, A310, A300-600R 

    Commercial Pilot, SES / MES 

    Rotorcraft Helicopter and Gyroplane 

    Glider 

    Lighter than Air Free Balloon 

    Experimental Aircraft Builder 

    Flight Engineer, Turbojet Powered 

    Flight Instructor, SEL / MEL; Instrument 

 

FLIGHT TIME  

    Total Flight Time - 30,000 hours 

    Turbojet 

    Turboprop 

    Four Engine Jet (B-707, DC-8) 

    Three Engine Jet (B-727) 

    Four Engine Propeller (DC-6, Lockheed Constellation) 

    Cessna Citation (CE-550, CE-500, CE-501, CE-560) 

    Light Single and Twin Engine Aircraft (Cirrus, Cessna, 

    Beechcraft, Piper)               

    Flight Engineer - Turbojet 

http://www.centuryair.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aircraft
http://www.cbsnews.com/video/watch/?id=4474779n
http://midatlanticpilots.org/


President  Duncan Talbot  973.635.7067  duncan@metalbot.com 

Vice President pending   

Treasurer  Tom Ludwig  201.652.0003  ludwiglaw.thomas@gmail.com 

Secretary  Tom Ludwig  201.652.0003  ludwiglaw.thomas@gmail.com 

Surface Winds Editor (Acting) Robert Borghi  201-658-7336 borghi.transporti@verizon.net 

Surface Winds Printing  Tom Penisch  201.896.2727 print@SirSpeedyNJ.com 

Program Chairman (Acting) Captain Lasagna 201-658-7336 borghi.transporti@verizon.net 

Fly-out Captain   Annamary McCann   845.357.3160   amccann@espeed.com 

Membership Chairman  Robert Borghi  201-658-7336 borghi.transporti@verizon.net 

Advertising Chairman  Annamary McCann  845.357.3160  amccann@espeed.com 

Webmaster Will Wnekowicz  william.wnekowicz@gmail.com 

Marketing  Wayne Smith  609.267.0970 waynesmith1830@comcast.net 

MAPA meets this month at the Russian Hall, 4-6 Woodhull Ave, Little Falls, NJ  (973) 256-9634 
 Directions: From Rt 23 (north or south) turn onto Woodhull Ave (see box above). Wood-

hull Ave is the fourth street on the left from the intersection of Rt 23 and Main Street (Singac 

section of Little Falls). Once on Woodhull Ave continue about 1/4 mile, the Russian Hall is on 

the left. Be careful to stay on Woodhull Ave, it makes a bend crossing Strickland. 
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MAPA meets on the 2nd Thursday each month; this month @ The Russian Hall,   

4-6 Woodhull Ave. Little Falls, NJ - Social 6:00pm - Dinner 7:00pm - Meeting 8:00pm 



 No destination is so important - and no trip is so urgent 

that we cannot take the time to plan our trip and fly safely 7 

ñHercules over Port Stanley Airportò  14 June 1982 

When the Falkland Islands task Force left UK waters 

the Hercules of RAF Lyneham started transferring car-

go to Ascension Island in the South Atlantic and, from 

there, helicopters moved the cargo to the ships during 

their brief stopover before continuing south for the 

Falklands. As the Task Force sailed south out of range 

of the helicopters the Hercules started air dropping sup-

plies eventually the distance was beyond the range of 

the Hercules and air to air refueling became necessary.  
Painting by Michael Turner 

 

Once the Task Force established itself in the Falklands daily flights were being made by the Hercules delivering ur-

gent spares and vital supplies. On 14 June 1982 this ñroutineò was about to change. 

This painting by Michael Turner is based on photographs taken by Flt Lt Andy Balfre on the day the Falklands Islands 

were liberated.  

 Refueling behind a Victor tanker.  

The refueling process known as the refueling bracket 

involved visually sighting the tanker and positioning be-

hind and slightly below. The Hercules would then move 

slowly forward aiming its probe for the tankers basket. 

Unfortunately, the basket, shaped like a large badminton 

shuttlecock, was designed for much faster aircraft and 

needed a minimum speed to stay stable.  As the Hercules 

became heavier from the fuel transfer it could not main-

tain the minimum speed for the basket and it was neces-

sary to carry out the 30 minute refueling in a descent. 

The plan was to complete the refueling by 10,000ft but 

in reality it finish closer to 5000ft. Eventually, two refu-

els were needed to enable the Hercules to arrive in the 

Falklands deliver the cargo and return safely to Ascen-

sion Is. To enable the refuel to take place a complex plan 

was required involving eight Victors. Tanker refueled         

tanker so, at the second ñrefueling bracketò  (see page 10) 

MAPA Fly-out schedule for 2011 

January 15, 2011 Poukeepsie-Dutchess, NY - KPOU 

February 12, 2011 Trenton-Robbinsville, NJ -  N87 

March 12, 2011 Danbury Municipal, CT - KDXR 

April 16, 2011 Republic-Farmingdale, NY - KFRP 

May 14, 2011 Bay Bridge, MD  - W29 

June 11, 2011 Block Island, RI - KBID  

July 16, 2011 Tangier Island, MD - KTGI 

August 13, 2011 Andover-Aeroflex, NJ - 12N 

September 10, 2011 Wyoming Valley, PA -  KWBW 

October 15, 2011 Sky Acres, NY -  44N 

November 12, 2011 Lancaster, PA -  KLNS 

December 10, 2011 South Jersey, NJ - KVAY  



 
Larry Rachlin, Inc. Insurance 

Aviation Insurance Since 1960 
 

A Mediocre Pilot, 
 

.¦¢Χ 
 

A HELLUVA GOOD  
AVIATION INSURANCE MAN ! 

 
Call Larry Rachlin, President 

 

Day: (973) 762-3636 

Or Night: (973) 763-6167 

 

P.O. Box 980, South Orange, NJ 07079 

http://midatlanticpilots.org/ 8 
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Duncan TalbotðPresident 

c/o Mid-Atlantic Pilots Association 

29 Wright Way, PO Box B7 

Fairfield, New Jersey 07004 9 
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No destination is so important - and no trip is so urgent 

that we cannot take the time to plan our trip and fly safely 

(from page 7) the Victor had sufficient fuel to give 

the Hercules what it needed to continue to the Falk-

lands, deliver the load and return to Ascension, and, 

have sufficient fuel itself,  to return to Ascension. On 

several occasions having arrived at the end of the 

bracket the crew were asked ñdo you need more fuelò 

and the response was always yes, so the airplanes 

remained connected for several minutes more. The 

tanker crews compromising their own reserves and 

moving steadily further away from Ascension so the 

Herc had enough!  The extra fuel meant a few 

minutes more in the drop zone. 

 The flight from Ascension to the Falklands 

and back was over 24 hours including the time in the-

atre of an hour plus to deliver the cargo. The June ô82 

entry of Flt Lt Balfreôs logbook shows just 5 flights 

and 121 hours flying! The time required for the drop 

depended very much on the weather conditions, and 

the pick up helicopter used.  When minimum fuel for 

the return flight was reached the remaining cargo 

would be dispatched (dropped) even if it meant de-

ploying more than one load. The aircraft did not have 

sufficient fuel to return with cargo onboard.   

 The round trip flight of more than 6700 nauti-

cal miles (12600km) could not have taken place with-

out the ability to refuel in the air. The refueling sys-

tem in the Hercules did not exist before the invasion 

of the Falklands. The process of designing, building, 

testing , and approving which can normally take 

years was achieved in just a few weeks. The system 

included four 7000lbs (3180kgs) fuel tanks which 

took up most of the cargo bay . The space remaining 

for the ñpayloadò was very limited to around 7500lbs 

(3400kgs) making it some of the most expensive car-

go ever carried in an aircraft. A balancing act was 

made between hold fuel and cargo to keep the aircraft 

in trim. With such limited space for cargo only the most vital supplies were carried. Individual items were in water 

tight packaging and grouped together in a container no more than a meter cubed.  The ñroutineò was to arrive at the 

edge of the 200 mile exclusion zone. Contact would be made with the Task Force to establish who we were, and 

where the drop should take place. The Hercules was directed to a ship which would receive the cargo. A container 

was dropped by parachute where navy divers in a Gemini inflatable would make sure the parachute disconnected if it 

had an auto disconnect system or they had to manually cut the parachute free. All this in heavy seas and strong winds 

with the parachute acting as a giant sail.  The divers then connected the load to the waiting helicopter. If a Wessex 

helicopter was available the cargo would be lifted directly onto the nearby ship. If the only available helicopter was a 

Wasp, being much lighter, it could only drag the load alongside the ship and then it would be winched onboard. Be-

fore dropping the next container the previous one had to be at the ship. All this took time when the Herc arrived at the 

minimum fuel and the remaining containers dispatched. There was always the concern they could all be recovered.         

On 14 June contact with the task force was made as usual, but instead of being directed to a ship, the crew 

were told the Falklands War was over and a surrender had been signed. We were directed to proceed towards 

Port Stanley, and there given a drop zone over land. We were the first Hercules to overfly the Falklands (see page 11) 

   

MAPAôs Annual Kathy Jaffe Safety Seminar 

ComingðApril 28,2011 

 

Morris County Public Safety 

Training Academy 

 

500 West Hanover Avenue 

Morris Plains, NJ  07950 

Thursday April 28, 2011 

 

7:00pmð9:00pm 

 



 

 

NEIL NEDERFIELD              SEAN NEDERFIELD 

 

 

C&W Aero Services Inc. 
 

FAA Certified Repair Station No. HX1R208K 
A Full Service Maintenance Facility For All Aircraft 

Factory Authorized Service Center For Beechcraft Mooney & Piper 

Avionics Sales, Service and Installation of All Major Manufactures 
Quality Service Since 1964 

 
 

Essex County Airport (CDW)          Ph: 973-227-5750 
19 Wright Way, Suite 3           Fax: 973-882-6670 
Fairfield, NJ 07004      email: cwaero@earthlink.net 
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No destination is so important - and no trip is so urgent 

that we cannot take the time to plan our trip and fly safely 

(from page 10) just a few hours after the surrender. It was with a lot pride that we flew over the town of Port Stanley. 

This was the first opportunity for civilians of the Falkland Islands and the vast majority of the military personnel to 

see the Hercules involvement in the war. The vast majority had no knowledge of the Hercules participation. 

 The drop zone was close to ñSapper Hillò just behind the town of Port Stanley where one of the final battles of 

the war took place. Being a land drop the loads could be dispatched more rapidly. There was no need to drop just one 

container at a time or wait for recovery before further drops.  Unfortunately, the area was still land mined and the area 

had to be made safe before all the cargo could be recovered. With the load dispatched there was time, and fuel to ñfly 

the flagò in the area of Port Stanley and the airport.  

 The photographs, which have never been seen in public before, were taken through the flight deck window of 

the Hercules. Michael Turner (President of the Guild of Aviation Artists) then used his skill to include the aircraft in 

the picture. The details on the ground have been accurate and faithful included exactly as they were on the afternoon 

of the 14 June 1982. Most military paintings are created from sketches or memory of an event with a certain amount 

of artistic license. At the first viewing of the painting several small details were changed. Clearly seen on the ground 

are several Pucana aircraft, a Huey helicopter on the runway, further down to the right an Aero Mache . There are 

troop movements, and most strikingly, the craters left by one of the Vulcan Black Buck bombing runs. The craters of 

the second attack can just be seen half way down the runway.  

 The round trip non-stop flights continued until the airport at Port Stanley was reopened, and fuel available for 

the return flight. 

 In 1979 at the International Air Tattoo held at RAF Greenham Common the event celebrated 25 years of the 

Hercules. Today, more than 31 years later, the Herc or ñFat Albertò is still providing tactical support in every theatre 

of operations. In the spring of 1982 the ñtheatreò just happened to be 6850nm miles away from the UK.  Ascension 

Island was at the half way point with no available airport beyond.      (see page 12) 



      
  

T-hangar availablilty ï call 24-hour 

recorded message (908) 735-3899 
 

24-hour self-service Shell 100LL at low price, 

restaurant, maintenance shop, flight school, 

ñThe best little airport in the eastò 
 

www.skymanorairport.com 
 

 

 

Please Support  

our Advertisers 
 

Altum Design Studios 

        

C&W Aero Services                             

 

Larry Rachlin  

Insurance                       

 

McElroy Deutsch  

Attorneys                               

 

Sir Speedy Printing                         

 

North Jersey Chapter  

of the 99ôs     

      

Sky Manor Airport  

(From page 11)    Flt Lt Andy Balfre remained in the Royal Air Force until 1987 staying with the Hercules as an in-

structor and examiner. He then went on to fly Boeing 737,757,and 767 again as an instructor and examiner until re-

tirement. Today, he is still flying seaplanes on Lake Como, Italy with Aero Club Como. 

Photo taken by Flt Lt Andy Balfre thru the Hercules flight deck window on 14 June 1982 

http://midatlanticpilots.org/ 12 
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MAPA meets on the 2nd Thursday each month; this month @ The Russian Hall,   

4-6 Woodhull Ave. Little Falls, NJ - Social 6:00pm - Dinner 7:00pm - Meeting 8:00pm 

ñCapôn Lasagnaò springs for a Sea Plane lesson. 

 How could I resist?  There I was; in Sunny Italy; on the shores of beautiful Lago di Como; well fortified by 

days of consuming Risotto, Polenta, Gnocchi, Ravioli, Vino di Casa, Prosciutto, Parmigiano-Reggiano, Pizzoccheri, 

Fontina,  Mortadella, and more; steeped for numerous evenings in Italian hospitality at the Enoteca in Argengno; and; 

now seduced by the smell of Avgas in the morning. (an un-natural pheromone)      

 Basta! The situation called for bold and decisive action. ñChiedo di iscrivermi nella vostra scuola di voloò, is  

what I should have said, but being a uni-lingual dummy, I said, ñSign me upò, as I entered the small office inside 

Aero Club Comoôs hangar. With aviation pictures on every wall, model airplanes on every shelf, a computer for 

weather briefings and plenty of aviation paraphernalia for sale, it could have been any flight school in New Jerseyé. 

but it wasnôt. These folks were speaking Italian with an Italian accent. I was the bloke mangling English with my Un-

ion City, New Jersey accent.    

 Despite my obvious handicap, communications went exceedingly well. I was soon all set for my first Sea 

Plane lesson, two days hence, supplied with a free packet of Sea Plane post cards (to impress my friends) and clutch-

ing a Sea Plane Primer to ñstudy-upò in a likely  

futile effort to avoid both embarrassment and the 

bending of  ñpontoonsò. 

 Before leaving I heard English being 

spoken with  stranger accent than my own, and 

by gosh, it was an Englishman. No wonder it 

sounded strange! His name was Andy Balfre, 

and he and I hit it off pretty well.  Turns out 

Andy flew the Hercules C130 for the Royal Air 

Force and served in the Falklands War in 1982. 

Flt Lt Balfre remained in the Royal Air Force 

until 1987 staying with the Hercules as an in-

structor and examiner. He then went on to fly the 

Boeing 737,757,and 767 again as an instructor 

and examiner until retirement. Today, he is still 

flying seaplanes on Lake Como, Italy with Aero 

Club Como. (See Andyôs article starting on page 

10). I was in really good company! Ainôt avia-

tion marvelous?  

 Finally Sea-day arrived. I got up at the 

crack of Italian dawn to fuel up on ñCoffee 

Americanoò and a Brioche or two and have 

enough time to catch the 7:40am Hydrofoil Fer-

ry from Argengno, our little village, to Como, 

about a 20 minute ride.  A short 10 minute walk 

along the lake edge in Como brought me from 

the ferry dock to the Aero Club Hangar.  I found 

a nice seat on a ledge at the launching ramp and 

watched the clubôs crew chief and his helper pull 

their aircraft from the hangar and position them 

on the launch ramp. As I sat and watched the 

show, a nearby church bell rang 8:30am. I was 2 

hours early for my appointment. (did I mention 

those potent Avgas pheromones?)   At around 

9:00 I sauntered into the hangar, trying desper-

ately to look nonchalant about the whole thing, 

and found the office.         (See Lasagna page 14) 
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Inside the secretary and dispatcher were just              

arriving, and turning on the lights and stuff, and 

shortly after, Chief Flight Instructor, Francesco 

Cereda, arrived.         

 We made our introductions. Franco was a 

very pleasant and likeable guy. He had bubbling 

enthusiasm and a tricksterôs gleam in his eyes. He 

gave me a copy of the Aero Clubôs magazine and I 

gave him our last two issues of Surface Winds. He 

had a great command of English and instantly 

made me feel at home. Moments later my English 

buddy Andy Balfre came in and the conversation 

became a three for all! Hangar flying at its best! 

Finally Franco had to attend to his schedule but 

shortly returned with my instructor, Paolo Busca-

joni, and we got down to business.  

 Paolo and I adjourned to a small classroom 

and began a quite extensive ground school about 

float planes, floats, water rudders, pre-flight, water 

taxiing, take-offs, landings, glassy surfaces, boat 

wakes, winds, waves, flares, attitudes, power set-

tings, you name it, he covered it, often with great 

little sketches and diagrams, for more clarity. My 

ground school lasted an hour & 15 minutes and I 

was very favorably impressed. Paolo knew his 

stuff and handled the English language and my 

questions like a pro. Now ground school was over, 

and it was time to water taxi! One would think that 

with 22 years of squeezing into a Mooney M-20E, 

getting my fat culo into a 172 would not be chal-

lenging, but one would be wrong. I did get into the 

left seat eventually, but working the cable to raise 

and lower the water rudders had about the same 

degree of difficulty as a Mooney pilot, sized ñ52-

portlyò, would have switching his fuel tanks. I got the hang of it eventually.  Engine start was just like in America but 

engine start on a float plane means that taxiing starts as well. So off we taxied!   

 Aero Club Comoôs runway area is about 6000ô feet long and 1000ô wide (my guess), is Runway 1-19 and is 

marked as indicated in the picture above with yellow buoys. Engine run-up, obviously, also occurs while in motion 

and with stick back and requires more attention than a land lubbers aircraft, but itôs not a difficult task and was com-

pleted as we taxied along the west side of runway ñone ninerò. Winds that day were out of the South so by the time we 

had a warm engine and our engine run-up and pre-takeoff check list completed we had taxied down to where an imag-

inary number 19 would be located. So; line up;  stick back; and advance the throttle to full power. When the nose 

stops rising, release some of the back pressure to allow the aircraft to accelerate on the step, and I did, and it did, and 

with a bit more bumpity, bumpity acceleration, we were off.  Cool, very cool! Once established on the climb-out, we 

made a left turn over the southern edge of the lake and the City of Como, and then turned north to follow the lake. 

Paolo said, ñClimb to 1800ô and then set your power for Cru-izò. ñCru-iz?ò, I said, momentarily not having a clue 

what he was talking about. ñYes, Cru-izò, he said. ñOKò, I said, the light bulb finally going off over my head, ñweôll 

do Cru-izò. Paolo was a good guy, and I just didn't have it in me to bust his chops, not to mention that I had no idea 

how to get this 172 guppy-puppy back on the water in one piece. I needed his instruction and this was no time to be 

picky about pronunciation! Once further north on the lake between Laglio and Argengno we did our first normal water 

landing together. Paolo chose a spot he liked on the water, and we flew a down wind leg, base, and final     (to page 15) 
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On down wind we set carburetor heat, reduced pow-

er and set 10° of flaps, turning base, we set engine 

power to idle and began a descent at 65 knots, and 

turning final continued descent down to a normal 

flare height above the water.  In the flare we pulled 

the yoke back enough to set the landing attitude 

which for this aircraft was setting the forward edge 

of the cowl about ñtwo fingersò below the horizon. 

If the flare height was correct and we held the ñ2 

fingerò landing attitude, we would touch down in 

approximately 3 seconds. Paolo began the count 

down saying ñone ...ò é. And here, as our session 

was being conducted in English, I fully expected to 

hear the name of the River that Mark Twain cele-

brated, and of late, the University that Sandra Bull-

ock loved in ñThe Blind Sideò, but once again I was 

wrongé.. ñOne Gorgonzola,é.Two Gorgonzo-

lasé.. Three Gorgonzolasò, Paolo chanted, and 

sure enough, we touched the water at Three Gor-

gonzolas. I swear Iôm not making this up! ñBack on 

the stickò, Paolo instructed, and I complied despite 

my laughter and we were slowing and dropping 

back off the step. How apropos, here in Como, in the Lom-

bardy Lakes District to highlight the world famous cheese of 

Lombardy! Our landing was pretty good too!  ñOK, take off, 

and you do the next oneò, said Paolo, and off we went. I set 

up again as instructed and even remembered the carb heat (22 

years since Iôve had to use carb heat!) and we did a base leg 

entry and turned final, again, on a south bound heading, then 

the descent and the flare, and Paolo did his incantation but 

this time we got to ñfour Gorgonzolasò indicating my flare 

was started a tad high and which requires adding a bit of 

power or possibly going around.  So, - three Gorgonzolas is a 

good thing, but four Gorgonzolas = add power or go around. 

Too much of a good thing! A good safety tip and easy to re-

member. By the way that ñ4Gò landing was near the shores of 

the town of Laglio, which just happens to be where George 

Clooney has his villa. Paolo said that we landed right in front 

of his place, and in fact, I thought I saw someone shaking 

their fist at us as we water taxied by, buté. maybe not. For 

the next landing Paolo found some glassy water up near 

Lezzeno. The 5000ô mountains surrounding the lake both 

funnel and block winds and a sharp eyed pilot can find almost 

every type of water condition  daily  on  the  lake  along  with  

every  type  of  boat  wake imaginable.         (see page 16) 

Lago di Como Ferry Routes 

Laglio 

 

 



ñCapôn Lasagnaò springs for a Sea Plane lesson. 

 

Fuelinô up ñBianchiôs Bambinoò Feb. 23, 2011 

 

Tony guides Bambino out of the  hangar... 

...and across the ramp 

Ready to launch 

http://midatlanticpilots.org/ 

(from page 15) Glassy water landing technique requires a 

descent to a height about 200ô above the water. Lago di 

Comoôs surface elevation is 200 meters msl which is 

about 600ô, so we descended to 800ô at 65 knots, then 

put the aircraft in the landing attitude, added power to 

about 1700 rpm, and maintained the landing attitude and 

a descent rate of about 150 to 200 fpm to touch down. 

Attitude and speed is held constant and descent rate is 

maintained with power. Then, patience is required to 

wait for the touch down which was smooth and gentle. 

We did a few more ñglassy watersò, and a few more 

ñnormal waterò touch & goesò north of Bellagio and it 

was time to head back to Como, making a quick photo 

pass of Argengno, the lovely little village where my 

daughter resides. A short ten minute Cru-iz south from 

Argengno   and we had a ñthree-Gorgonzolaò on  one 

niner. This could almost describe my golf game. 

 I had a wonderful experience for my first sea 

plane lesson. We performed about 9 take offs and land-

ings, the location was spectacular, my instructor Paolo 

friendly, and very competent and knowledgeable, the 

aircraft was well maintained and performed flawlessly, 

and Franco, Andy and Paolo were very experienced and 

very likeably fellows. If you ever get the chance to trav-

el to Lago di Como, donôt hesitate to visit Aero Club 

Como and sign up for a ride. It is a flight and experience 

you will never forget. For my 1.0 hour sea plane lesson 

in the 172 on floats, including a thorough one and a 

quarter hour ground school and a very nice Aero Club 

Como Golf shirt I simply had to have, my total cost was   

287 which I found reasonable.           (see page 17) 
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      My thanks to everyone at Aero Club Como! 
Check Aero Club Como http://www.aeroclubcomo.com/  
live web cam on the hangar, virtual tours & more. 

Check George Clooneyôs Villa & views on Lago-di Como 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6qgOovxATQQ 

Check out Lago di Como  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VmsvNJP4oNg&feature=related   

ñBianchiôs Bambinoò after our mission,  

with ñPontoonsò, aka floats, undamaged  

and, amazingly, still attached. Feb. 23, 2011 

Bob Borghi                             Paolo Buscajoni                      

Ready to Lunch 

 

The town of Argengno, Italy on Lago di Como 

Ferry Dock 

Our Terrace at the Hotel Argengno 

Enoteca 

Lake Como Hydro-Foil Ferry  

at High Cru-iz 
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Aero Club Comoôs Lake  

LA 270 Turbo Renagade 

I donôt know why it has an N number 

I will try to find out  

 

Looking North on Lago diComo,  

Laglio at left, Argengno at upper left 

http://www.aeroclubcomo.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6qgOovxATQQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VmsvNJP4oNg&feature=related

