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Meet your fellow MAPA Member - Fred Singer

|l 6ve wanted to fly since | was a kid, but it t
flew model planes and read "Flying Aces" every month. When | was about to graduate Belleville High School,
plied for the Navy V5 program, but | flunked the physical due to nearsightedness in one eye. | was still age 16
time. The officer that interviewed me encouraged me to join the Navy electronics program, which | did, but | h
wait until | got drafted to pass the physical. | was in boot camp when WWII ended , but | still went to school
year. The Gl Bill allowed me to attend college and | earned my BSEE degree at Newark College of Engine
while | was a weekend watrrior in the Naval Air Reserve at Floyd Bennett Field in Brooklyn. This helped with s
income, and | also got to ride in the Navy planes. Mostly in the belly of TBM torpedo planes, but sometime ¢
such as PBYs. | also flew to Pensacola and spent 2 weeks on the CVLHEabatvw.vi31.com/CVL/cabot.html

When the Korean Conflict started in June 1950 | was called to active duty as an AT2 and sent to a
squadron. | spent 9 months as a radar operator in P2Vs flying patrols around the Aleutian Islands in Alaska. In .
1951, | was transferred to a carrier squadron operating out of Japan, which flew TBMs on Anti Submarine F
around the clock, until they ran out of planes. When | was released in March 1952, | immediately found a job
Engineer with what is now ITT Defense. This was a great opportunity for me. | was financially able to get marr
months later. My wife Mary and | raised 5 kids, and they gave us 12 grandchildren. We were married 53 years
my wife succumbed to cancer. | finally started flying lessons at NO7 just before | retired after almost 40 years at
| was 65 when | got my private, and | joined MAPA not long after. | was really happy when | got to solo, and it
take me long to finish the rest. | bought a Cherokee 140 N9559W in May 95, and flew it over 5 years. It took |
lots of places. Oshkosh 5 times, Block Is, Martha's Vineyard, Nantucket, etc. After another plane taxied into it a
coln Park, I had to rent for awhile, but | soon bought my Cherokee 180 N6416J in July 2001.

My wife never objected to my flying, but she never flew in my plane. After she passed away | searched ¢
internet for a flying companion, and | found Kaye who is much more than a flying companion. | asked her to me
at MJX near Toms River. | took her for her first ride in a small plane, and we have been together ever since. W
to Florida twice in 2009. | have also been a pilot in the USCG Auxiliary since 2002, and a pilot in the Ocean Ci
Air Support Squadron which aids the Sheriff's Department.

Flying has brought me a lot of pleasure, and still does. | have made many friends. | was the MéwrAdly-
tain for 4 years, and I 6m stildl a MAPA member in
Art Templeton and | often fly to MAPA meetings when weather and the fates allow. Fred Singer
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From The Pilot in Command

Someone whispered to me thid&dspast aTwayda:
will seeo.

We | | i f you missed | ast monthdés dinner a
ing. Our guest speaker was local celebrity Damian DelGaizo of Andover Flight Acadfgithyall
of the snow we have had this winter, what better than a little education on landing your plane wi
skis, not wheel sééDamian talked about ski
etc..

We had a great turaut and actually met the 4ferson minimum that is now required there at
our local gourmet dinner place, the First Russian Hall of Little Faltes really proves that with the
right speaker and right topic, we, MAPA, can fill the sedtsvas good to see everyone.

| am sure you are getting a little tired of me saying this, but MAPA needsTymicurrent
MAPA Board is getting a little crusty around the edges and needs some fresh, hip ideas. There
it. We need assistance in planning the dinners, the speakers-thusi|tc.

We do have good news, Anna Mary McCann has volunteered to be our 2adiit Elgip-
tain. After two month of unsuccessful flyuts, Anna Mary has taken the reins and | wonder where
we are flying to next.

Two very sad notes: Many area aviators know Mary Sul-
livan long time MAPA Member and 99 and Len Levy a Morlis-The MAPA Website has been
town Aviator whose TFR-ena i | s keep wus al | gvdrhaulell. Chebfk& okt | M

mom passed away after a |°n\ﬂ/wv\krﬁ|dlaﬂa"?1ﬁcﬁllot%.8rg':

wife Margaret passed away on February R¥ary had relocat-
Editors Address

ed to the Scranton/Wilkes Barre area to care for her mothe
Anyone wishing to submit an

D

Margaret was Lends rock
Condolences to both Mary and Len.

Not much more to be said, life is short, live it well. article for publication in Surface

Winds should mail their work
Get out there and fly! to:

Editor: Robert Borghi,
Duncan Mid -Atlantic Pilots Association,
- 29 Wright Way
Duncan Talb@tra president PO Box B7. Fairfield NJ 07004
or e-mail:

Borghi.Transporti@Verizon.net

MAPA meets on the 2nd Thursday each month; this month @ The Russian Hall,

4-6 Woodhull Ave. Little Falls, NJ - Social 6:00pm- Dinner 7:00pm - Meeting 8:00pm




MAPA Fly-Out - Danbury, CT - (KDXR) Saturday March 12, 2011

Attention MAPA Pilots,

We are going to KDXR Danbury Muni Airpo
this month. It is 54.4 miles from Morristown Airpo
You can download more information ahttp:/
www.airnav.com/airport/KDXR along with approach
plates and an airport diagram. The airport has two
ways, 0826 (4420 x 150) and 135 (3135 x 100).

We are going to meet at the Olive Garden R
taurant at noon. Parking is available at the Busi

Aircraft Center (BAC); and is free if buying fuel §

$4.98/gal. Else the parking fee is $10.00.

BAC is located at the Aviation Internation
News Center. It is a short walk of about 600 feet to
restaurant. Arielle of BAC has offered to provide tra
portation for those in need. Phone is 2084871 7000.
Arielle also informed me that BAC has discounts
the hotels for those planning to stay in Danbury for
weekend. Enter 81 Kenosia Ave, Danbury, CT i

Google Earth for a map of the area around BAC.
For other activities in Danbury, see
http://www.DANBURY.CT.USandhttp://www.wegoplaces.com/
CTDanbury Region_363_Cat_Attractions.aspx

PSi Remember, all of our fiputs are in Visua

Meteorological Conditions only. If the weathe
not VMC we will plan to fly to the same locati

the following Saturday. If again not we do

McEliroy, Deutsch, Mulvaney,

and Carpenter, LLP

Attorneys at Law
Nn- A Diverse Practice That Places The Client First

sMcElroy, Deutsch, Mulvaney & Carpenter, LLP is-a full

bsservice law firm. The practice includes the representatio

of general aviation aircraft dealers, owners and pilots.

Albert J. Pucciareli ¢K2 KSI Ra (KS
dice, is a Panel Attorney for the AOPA Legal Services |
-an instrumentrated commercial pilot and an aircraft ow
er. He has represented many pilots purchasing and se
haircra}ft, indivic{uallx, through a company, or in partners
GAUK 2ZUKSNAZ |yR OFy OFtf
gessary to assist clients in other areas. The firm is prou
its tradition of providing quality professional services e
ciently and effectively.

You can reach Mr. Pucciarelli at:
40 WEST RIDGEWOOD AVENUE
RIDGEWOOD, NJ 07450
(201) 4456722
FAX (201) 445376
EMAIL: apucciarelli@mdmraw.com

have VMC, the flyout is scrubbec
Fly-out Captain,

Annamary McCann
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MAPA. It is strictly a suggested loca-
tion for pilots to join each other for
lunch. All decisions to participate are
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go decisions, and aircraft operations
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craft.
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No destination is so important- and no trip is so urgent

that we cannot take the time to plan our trip and fly safely
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PILOTS AND AVIATION ENTHUSIASTS

The Mid-Atlantic Pilots Association invites you to our monthly

meeting held on the second Thursday of each month.

* Enjoy our sumptuous, all-you-can-eat buffet dinner
* Learn from terrific guest speakers presenting lectures on a host of great aviation topics
* Participate in some daring hangar flying and trade stories of your exploits with fellow
intrepid flyers of all experience levels.
Social- 6:00pm  Dinner - 7:00pm  Guest Program- 8:00pm  $25.00 inclusive
Our Next regular meeting - Thursday March 10, 2011- at The Russian Hall- (see directions page 5)

Featuring:

Richard Green
Owner & President of Century Air

http://www.centuryair.com/
Richard Green has pretty much done it all in

ation. A retired American Airlines Captain in the3A0
and A600R, and Boeing 727 with 30,000 hours of
cumulated flight time his resume is awsome. He'l
with us on Thursday March 10 to share some of hi
tensive aviation knowledge with us and disc
"Airworthiness", which Wikapedia says " is a t
used to describe whether ancraft has been certifi
as suitable for safe flight". Richard will tell us wha

\

ven in recognition of Cpgp

the real world to us and our aircraé®pendan informa
tive and educationavening withRichard at our me

ing on Thursdaylar ch 10, 2011.
did Century Air Featured on CBS - "The Early Show"

_ R Cntl + Click -
Some of Ri chardodos st at s bBuevwdeBddhéws.comvideo/watch/?2id=4474779n

Manager of the FAA, during the FAA Safety Team Semingyr
arch 23, 2010. Congratulations, Captain Greene!

Flight Instructor, SEL / MEL; Instrument Flight Engineer Turbojet

CERTIFICATES / RATINGS FLIGHT TIME
Airline Transport Pilot, SEL / MEL Total Flight Time- 30,000 hours
DC-3, Lear Jet, CE500, C\+240, C\+440, C\+340, Turbojet
B-727, Martin 202/404, A310, A36600R Turboprop
Commercial Pilot, SES / MES Four Engine Jet (B07, DG8)
Rotorcraft Helicopter and Gyroplane Three Engine Jet (B27)
Glider Four Engine Propeller (D6, Lockheed Constellation)
Lighter than Air Free Balloon Cessna Citation (G50, CE500, CE501, CE560)
Experimental Aircraft Builder Light Single and Twin Engine Aircraft (Cirrus, Cessna
Flight Engineer, Turbojet Powered Beechcraft, Piper)

tain Richard A. Greene, President and Owner "of Century
@i, is the recipient of the Flight Instructor of the Year Award
from the Teterboro FSDO of the FAA. The award, whidh i

airworthiness means to the FAA and how it applig&nno flight training and his efforts to promote the FAA Sfe-
ty Teambs Mission, was prlles
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MAPA meets this month at the Russian Hall64Noodhull Ave, Little Falls, NJ (973) 29634

Directions: From Rt 23 (north or south) turn onto Woodhull Ave (see box above). Wood-
hull Ave is the fourth street on the left from the intersection of Rt 23 and Main Street (Singac
section of Little Falls). Once on Woodhull Ave continue about 1/4 mile, the Russian Hall is on
the left. Be careful to stay on Woodhull Ave, it makes a bend crossing Strickland.
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MAPA meets on the 2nd Thursday each month; this month @ The Russian Hall,
4-6 Woodhull Ave. Little Falls, NJ - Social 6:00pm- Dinner 7:00pm - Meeting 8:00pm g




fiHercul es over Port St a 3’
When the Falkland Islands task Force left UK wa The North Jersey Chapter

the Hercules of RAF Lyneham started transferring of The Ninety-Nines. Inc.
go to Ascension Island in the South Atlantic and, f
there, helicopters moved the cargo to the ships di |
their brief stopover before continuing south for |
Falklands. As the Task Force sailed south out of r.
of the helicopters the Hercules started air dropping
plies eventually the distance was beyond the rang

the Hercules and air to air refueling became necess
Painting by Michael Turner

SAVE THE DATE!
Watch for flyer and details at www.nj99.com

Once the Task Force established itself in the Falklands daily flights were being made by the Hercules deliveri
gent spares and vital supplies. On 14 June 1982 tt
This painting by Michael Turner is based on photographs taken by Flt Lt Andy Balfre on the day the Falklands Is

were liberated.

Refueling behind a Victor tanker.
_The refue!ing process known as the refue!ing _brat,kei MAPA Fly-out schedule for 2011
involved visually sighting the tanker and positioning {be ,
hind and slightly below. The Hercules would then mjgg@nuary 15, 2011 | Poukeepsibutchess, NY- KPOU
slowly forward aiming its probe for the tankers bag February 12, 2011 | TrentonrRobbinsville, NJ N87
Uﬁf?t[tunatkely, thedbas_ket,de;aped '";]e fa '?fge _badf]pt March 12, 2011 | Danbury Municipal, CF KDXR
shuttlecock, was designed for much faster aircraftformer . -
needed a minimum speed to stay stable. As the He éﬁperg 16, 2011 Republ.leFarmlngdale, NY KFRP
became heavier from the fuel transfer it could not mjaitay 14, 2011 Bay Bridge, MD - W29
tain the minimum speed for the basket and it was negesre 11, 2011 Block Island, RF KBID
sary to carry out the 30 minute refueling in a desg¢ent .
The plan was to complete the refueling by 10,000ff erul#y 16, 2011 Tangier Island, MD KTGI
in reality it finish closer to 5000ft. Eventually, two refudugust 13, 2011 | AndoverAeroflex, NJ- 12N
els were needed to enable the Hercules to arrive inSbptember 10, 2011 Wyoming Valley, PA- KWBW
F_alklands deliver the cargo and return safely to ASCELoper 15, 2011 | Sky Acres, NY- 44N
sion Is. To enable the refuel to take place a complextplan
was required involving eight Victors. Tanker refudid{Pvember 12, 2011 Lancaster, PA KLNS
tanker so, at t he @eemag miDelemeef 10,2011 Sayth dersey,dNKK&/AYO

No destination is so important- and no trip is so urgent

that we cannot take the time to plan our trip and fly safely



K_arry Rachlin, Inc. Insuram

Aviation Insurance Since 1960
A Mediocre Pilot,
¢ X

A HELLUVA GOQOD
AVIATION INSURANCE MAN !

Call Larry Rachlin, President

Day: (973) 7623636
Or Night: (973) 7636167

\K P.O. Box 980, South Orange, NJ 07079/

[
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MAPA Anniversary Clothing Store

e Cotton Polo $28.00  Colors: Stone, Dill, Melon, Navy

Men's: 3 button placket, additional yarn in collar & cuffs, split tail,
Stretch tape in shoulders for extra strength.
Women’s: Y-collar, 2 button placket, rib knit cuffs, side vents.

-‘ I —-

100% Cotton Long Sleeve Denim Shirt $34.00  Colors: Dark Blue, Light Blue

7 ounce denim. Standard denim cut. Double needle tailoring. Button-down collar. Seven
wood-tone buttons. Left chest pocket. Two button sleeve placket.

Questions? Call Annamary
McCann at 845-357-3160 or
email amccann@espeed.com

Men's Sizes: S, M L, XL, 2XL, 3XL, 4XL
Women’s Sizes: S, M, L, XL, 2XL
All shirts embroidered with Anniversary Logo

Polo or Price
Quantity Long Sleeve Men/Women Size Color $28 or $34 Total

Nanic Grand Total $
Address Mail your order along with check or money order to:
Mid-Atlantic Pilots Association, Caldwell Airport
City 29 Wright Way, PO Box B7
Fairfield, New Jersey 07004
Phone

? Mid-Atlantic Pilots Association Membership Application

Name E-Mail Address

Address Business or Home
City State Zip

Phone: Home Business Cell

Licenses, Ratings, Certificates:

Aircraft Owner : Renter Home Airport

How did you learn about MAPA?
Membership Types (Membership includes annual picnic & annual brunch)

Single: Surface Winds by e-mail  $35/year Beginning in 2009, the mailed edition of
Family: Surface Winds by e-mail  $45/year the Surface Winds is no longer available.
The membership enables the online ver-
Send payment to: Duncan Talbotd President sion. Limited copies are printed monthly
c/o Mid-Atlantic Pilots Association and are available for the asking.
29 Wright Way, PO Box B7

Fairfield, New Jersey 07004 or bring to dinner meeting.



(from page 7) the Victor had sufficient fuel to give MA PAO S
the Hercules what it needed to continue to the Falk-
lands, deliver the load and return to Ascension, and
have sufficient fuel itself, to return to Ascensiddn
several occasions having arrived at the end o

Annual Kat hy .
Coming April 28,2011

Air Safety Institute Seminar Series
Join us for our new FREE safety seminar

bracket the crew were
and the response was always yes, so the airg

remained connected for several minutes more.|
tanker crews compromising their own reserves %
moving steadily further away from Ascension so|%

Herc had enough! The extra fuel meant a fg
minutes more in the drop zone.

The flight from Ascensionto the Falkland
and back was over 24 hours including the time in
atre of an hour plus t
entry of FI t Lt Bal fr e
and 121 hours flying! The time required for the d
depended very much on the weather conditions
the pick up helicopter used. When minimum fuel
the return flight was reached the remaining ca
would be dispatched (dropped) even if it meant
ploying more than one load. The aircraft did not h
sufficient fuel to return with cargo onboard.

The round trip flight of more than 6700 nal
cal miles (12600km) could not have taken place W
out the ability to refuel in the air. The refueling §
tem in the Hercules did not exist before the inva

CLOSE CALLS, LESSONS LEARNED

All of us have made mistakes, some more
harrowing than others. The key is learning
from those mistakes

Close Calls, Lessons Learned is the new
seminar from the Air Safety Institute that
features real pilots telling their real stories
Some are familiar stories, others are
unique

You'll see a CFl and his student tell the
story of losing a prop in flight. A Mooney
pilot talks of surviving a crash in Oregon.
One pilot shares how he lost control in the
too-often-repeated event of going VFR into
IMC. And one pilot shares how getting
distracted can result in mistakes.

Don't miss out on this!

Morris County Public Safety

Training Academy

500 West Hanover Avenue
Morris Plains, NJ 07950
Thursday April 28, 2011

7:00pn® 9:00pm

No RSVP Required

For more information on seminar
locations and dates, visit us at
www.airsafetyinstitute.org/seminars

Y. 7./ ‘ cc AmSafe, the world's largest producer of seatbelt airbag systems, is a proud
e

yvy

sponsor of the Air Safety Institute.

of the Falklands. The process of designing, builg
testing , and approving which can normally t
years was achieved in just a few weeks. The sy
included four 7000lbs (3180kgs) fuel tanks w
took up most of the cargo bay . The space rema
for the Apayl oado was
(3400kgs) making it some of the most expensive
go ever carried in an aircraft. A balancing act
made between hold fuel and cargo to keep the aiterent
in trim. With such limited space for cargo only the most vital supplies were carried. Individual items were in w
tight packaging and grouped together in a contain
edge of the 200 mile exclusion zone. Contact would be made with the Task Force to establish who we wer
where the drop should take place. The Hercules was directed to a ship which would receive the cargo. A col
was dropped by parachute where navy divers in a Gemini inflatable would make sure the parachute disconnec
had an auto disconnect system or they had to manually cut the parachute free. All this in heavy seas and stron
with the parachute acting as a giant sail. The divers then connected the load to the waiting helicopter. If a W
helicopter was available the cargo would be lifted directly onto the nearby ship. If the only available helicopter \
Wasp, being much lighter, it could only drag the load alongside the ship and then it would be winched onboar
fore dropping the next container the previous one had to be at the ship. All this took time when the Herc arrived
minimum fuel and the remaining containers dispatched. There was always the concern they could all be recc
On 14 June contact with the task force was made as usual, but instead of being directed to a ship, the crev
were told the Falklands War was over and a surrender had been signeW/e were directed to proceed towards
Port Stanley, and there given a drop zone over Mfedwere the first Hercules to overfly the Falklangs page 11)

ASI safety seminars are funded by generous donations from the Conrad N. Hilton

Foundation and pilots like you. Air Safety Institute is a division of the AOPA AN
Foundation jL @ o4\

Air Safety Institute
421 Aviation Way | Frederick, MD 21701-4798 | 800-638-3101 | www_AirSafetyinstitute.org

Please note: Your e-mail address will not be soid or rented 0
We may periodically e-mail you information on activities, membership, benefits or events
You can unsubscribe at any time

No destination is so important- and no trip is so urgent
10

that we cannot take the time to plan our trip and fly safely




NEIL NEDERFIELD SEAN NEDERFIELD

C&W Aero Services Inc.

FAA Certified Repair Station No. HX1R208K
A Full Service Maintenance Facility For All Aircraft

Factory Authorized Service Center For Beechcraft Mooney & Piper
Avionics Sales, Service and Installation of All Major Manufacturdgs
Quality Service Since 1964

Essex County Airport (CDW) Ph: 973227-5750
19 Wright Way, Suite 3 Fax: 973882-6670
Fairfield, NJ 07004 email: cwaero@earthlink.net

(from page 10)just a few hours after the surrender. It was with a lot pride that we flew over the town of Port Star
This was the first opportunity for civilians of the Falkland Islands and the vast majority of the military personn
see the Hercules involvement in the war. The vast majority had no knowledge of the Hercules participation.

The drop zone was close to ASapper Hill o6 just
the war took place. Being a land drop the loads could be dispatched more rapidly. There was no need to drop |
container at a time or wait for recovery before further drops. Unfortunately, the area was still land mined and th
had to be made safe before all the cargo could be
the flago in the area of Port Stanley and the airp

The photographs, which have never been seen in public before, were taken through the flight deck wind
the Hercules. Michael Turner (President of the Guild of Aviation Artists) then used his skill to include the aircra
the picture. The details on the ground have been accurate and faithful included exactly as they were on the aft
of the 14 June 1982. Most military paintings are created from sketches or memory of an event with a certain a
of artistic license. At the first viewing of the painting several small details were changed. Clearly seen on the g
are several Pucana aircraft, a Huey helicopter on the runway, further down to the right an Aero Mache . The
troop movements, and most strikingly, the craters left by one of the Vulcan Black Buck bombing runs. The crat:
the second attack can just be seen half way down the runway.

The round trip nosstop flights continued until the airport at Port Stanley was reopened, and fuel available
the return flight.

In 1979 at the International Air Tattoo held at RAF Greenham Common the event celebrated 25 years

Hercules. Today, more than 31 years | ater, the He
of operations. I n the spring of 1982 the Atheatre
Island was at the half way point with no available airport beyond. (see page 12)

No destination is so important- and no trip is so urgent

that we cannot take the time to plan our trip and fly safely
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Sky Manor Airport

Pittstown, New Jersey

T-hangar availablilty call 24-hour
recorded message (908) #3899

24-hour seltservice Shell 100LL at low pri¢

restaurant, maintenance shop, flight schg
ARnThe best Tittle

www.skymanorairport.com

Sir Speedy

Printing and Marketing Services

Joanne Penisch

Owner

122 Ridge Road

Lyndhurst, NJ 07071

P 201.896.2727

F 201.896.0121

E print@SirSpeedyNJ.com
www.SirSpeedyNJ.com

altum

design studios

William Wnekowicz
President

978.953.3764
.~ services@altumdesign.com

(From page 11) Flt Lt Andy Balfre remained in the Royal Air Force until 1987 staying with the Hercules as an
structor and examiner. He then went on to fly Boeing 737,757,and 767 again as an instructor and examiner u
tirement. Today, he is still flying seaplanes on Lake Como, Italy with Aero Club Como.

Photo taken by FIt Lt Andy Balfre thru the Hercules flight deck window on 14 June 1982
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NnCapon Lasagnao springs fo
How could | resist? There | was; in Sunny Italy; on the shores of beautiful Lago di Como; well fortified
days of consuming Risotto, Polenta, Gnocchi, Ravioli, Vino di Casa, Prosciutto, ParrafRgiggiano, Pizzoccheri,
Fontina, Mortadella, and more; steeped for numerous evenings in Italian hospitality at the Enoteca in Argengnc
now seduced by the smell of Avgas in the morning. (anataral pheromone)

Basta! The situation calClhed dfoordibalscrarmweradecinse
what | should have said, but being a-lingual dummy, I saidif Si gn me upo, as | ent
Aero Club Comobs hangar. With aviation pictures
weat her briefings and plenty of aviation parapher |
but it wasnodét. These folks were speaking Italian

ion City, New Jersey accent.

Despite my obvious handicap, communications went exceedingly well. 1 was soon all set for my first
Plane lesson, two days hence, supplied with a free packet of Sea Plane post cards (to impress my friends) anc
i ng a Sea Pl anuepoPriinmea Itiok efilsyt ud

futile effort to avoid both embarrassment and

SMEORIANCEYY Seaplane adventures

Before leaving | heard English bei
spoken with stranger accent than my own, | L k C
by gosh, it was an Englishman. No wonde on a e omo
sounded strange! His name was Andy Ba g
and he and | hit it off pretty well. Turns
Andy flew the Hercules C130 for the Royalj
Force and served in the Falklands War in 1¢
FIt Lt Balfre remained in the Royal Air For: »
until 1987 staying with the Hercules as an ,,,-«g{*";”t!_,,‘,/. ]
structor and examiner. He then went on to fly /ﬁ B e Y i
Boeing 737,757,and 767 again as an instri 1.4 P
and examiner until retirement. Today, heis . = = = . S
flying seaplanes on Lake Como, Italy with A¢
Club Como. (See Andy!
10). | was in really
tion marvelous?

Finally Seaday arrived. | got up at
crack of Il talian daf
Americanoo and a Br
enough time to catch the 7:40am Hydrofoil
ry from Argengno, our little village, to Co
about a 20 minute ride. A short 10 minute w
along the lake edge in Como brought me fi
the ferry dock to the Aero Club Hangar. | fou =
a nice seat on a ledge at the launching rampgias
wat ched the clubds c 7
their aircraft from the hangar and position thiise
on the launch ramp. As | sat and watchedgs

show, a nearby church bell rang 8:30am. | wis=
hours early for my appointment. (did | ment

those potent Avgas pheromones?) At arql Avventure In |drOVO|ante
9:00 | sauntered into the hangar, trying des =
sul Lago di Como

ately to look nonchalant about the whole th
and found the office. :

Established in 1930 where seaplanes have been flying since 1913

Fondato nel 1930 dove gli idrovolanti volano dal 1913

AERO CLUB COMO

COMO

MAPA meets on the 2nd Thursday each month; this month @ The Russian Hall,

4-6 Woodhull Ave. Little Falls, NJ - Social 6:00pm- Dinner 7:00pm - Meeting 8:00pm 13



(Lasagna from page 13)
Inside the secretary and dispatcher were & .
arriving, and turning on the lights and stuff, ¢ ==
shortly after, Chief Flight Instructor, Frances g&
Cereda, arrived.

We made our introductions. Franco w
very pleasant and likeable gulle had bubblin¢™

ent husiasm and a tric H
gave me a copy of thel
gave him our last two issues of Surface Winds j
had a great command of English and insta
made me feel at home. Moments later my En
buddy Andy Balfre came in and the conversa*
became a three for all! Hangar flying at its b |
Finally Franco had to attend to his schedule |
shortly returned with my instructor, Paolo Bus ! & —
joni! and we QOt down to bUSineSS' Idroscalo S — )7 The seaplane base
Paolo and | adjourned to a small classr¢ ~ Inermasionaie g R Uldroscalo
and began a quite extensive ground school & 7 .
. area riservata The International Como Sea-
float planes, floats, water rudders, filight, water — __ ;... plane Base was established
i inAae Alacev crirfarce h o oo pEEEEGY A T in 1930 where seaplanes
taxiing, ta}keoffs, landings, glass_y surfaces, b oo, Boan oferafing Sifics
wakes, winds, waves, flares, attitudes, power 1913,
P H : H L Itis the only seaplane base
tings, you name it, he covered it, often with gi o i iy and e lrgot s
little sketches and diagrams, for more clarity. . o plane facility in Europe. =
. A % i “AQ f En-
ground school lasted an hour & 15 minutes a g f o i s -
was very favorably impressed. Paolo knew s . AT Raderreron Schengen countries. W)
i fi}f"&{% Dogana a richiesta L'ldroscalo Internazionale di
stuff and handled the English language and o EcmierrCb e o0t fondatonel 1930nel [
questions like a pro. Now ground school was o ; ‘ g io@asrodubomacem it i cul ativita di ic?rlo:gl%m 3
. . . . 2 SI svolgevano gla aa 3
and it was time to water taxi! One would think t } ¥ £ ko \eroscako taliang U
with 22 years of squeezing into a Mooney2dE, | + 5 gospla bnagere sl g
getting my fat culo into a 172 would not be ct I, - %%/ Como & un *Aeroporto di &
lenging, but one would be wrong. | did get into ZE%5. =" ,-':1 ‘S”i%rgjﬁﬁ;:;jf' Geuaipee %
left Seat eventua"y’ bUt Worklng the Cable tO rages THE OLDEST coﬁTINUOUSLY (;PER-ATING SEA.PLANE BASE IN THE WORLD
and lower the water rudders had about the ¢ l La base di idrovolanti pii antica del mondo
degree of difficulty-r—mm—mmmmm——_————— bt 2
portlyodo, would have switching his fuel tanks. Il g
engine start on a float plane means that taxiing starts as well. So off we taxied!
Aero Club Comods runway area is about 6009andi$ e

marked as indicated in the picture above with yellow buoys. Engirepuobviously, also occurs while in motion
and with stick back and requires more attention t
pl eted as we taxied along the west side of runway
had a warm engine and our engine-umand preiakeoff check list completed we had taxied down to where an ima
inary number 19 would be located. So; line up; stick back; and advance the throttle to full power. When the nose
stops rising, release some of the back pressure to allow the aircraft to accelerate on the step, and I did, and it
with a bit more bumpity, bumpity acceleration, we were off. Cool, very cool! Once established on theut|imub
made a left turn over the southern edge of the lake and the City of Como, and then turned north to follow the

Paol o said, AClIl imb to 1800&obandColuerndn sati dy ouno me o\
what he was tal kiiznog ahbeo usta.i diiYeisQKOoGr u sai d, the |1
doCrui z 0 . Paol o was a good guy, and | just didn't h

how to get this 172 guppyuppy back on the water in one piece. | needed his instruction and this was no time t
picky about pronunciation! Once further north on the lake between Laglio and Argengno we did our first normal
landing together. Paolo chose a spot he liked on the water, and we flew a down wind leg, base, aqd gl 15)




On down wind we set carburetor heat, reduced |

er and set 10° of flaps, turning base, we set er
power to idle and began a descent at 65 knots|

turning final continued descent down to a nor|
flare height above the water. In the flare we p
the yoke back enough to set the landing atti
which for this aircraft was setting the forward e
of
| f

the cowl
the fl are
fingero | andi

approximately 3 seconds. Paolo began the q
s ayi n gAndhere,&s our.sessi¢
was being conducted in English, | fully expecte
hear the name of the River that Mark Twain ¢
brated, and of late, the University that Sandra

down

ock I oved in AThe BI i
wr ongé&ne Goii gonzol a, é.
| as é. Three Gorgonz

sure enough, we touched the water at Three ;

gonzol as. I

t he

ITHONVI

OWOD 8NT1D o¥3Y

sticko,

about At w
height
ng attit)]|

swear | 6 mi

Paol o i

BOOK A GUIDED VISIT TO THE HANGAR AND THE SEAPLANE BASE
Prenota una visita guidata all’hangar e all'ldroscalo

~ l L'aerc Club & da
= decenni un punto
di riferimento per
Como e il suo terri-

torio. Lo storico
hangar - che si af-
faccia sul primo ba-
cino del Lario - &
conosciuto in tutto il

[ mondo. Esprimo ai soci del Club il pit

vivo ringraziamento per 'attivita svolta e
auspico altri lustri di grandi e sempre pil
interessanti iniziative.

In veste di presidente della Provincia ri-

| cordo che il Piano Territoriale di Coordi-

namento inserisce |'Aero Club Como e
I'attivita idrovolantistica tra le aree da va-
lorizzare perché rappresenta un “moto-
re" per lo sport e il turismo lariano

For decades the Aero Club hss been a
landmark for Como and its territory. Its hi-
stor-ical hangar, facing the first basin of
Lake Como, is famous all over the world.

| wish to thank the Club members for
their achievements so far and | am sure
that for many more years to come, they
will continue to create initiatives of the
highest interest.

As President of the Provincial Admini-
stration, | confirm that the Provincial Plan-
ning Scheme foresees a further develop-
ment of the Aero Club, as it represents a
significant drive for sports and tourism.

Leonardo Carioni

Presidente della Provincia
President of the Provinclal Administration

Invito tutti a
farci visita,
che vogliate
vivere I'espe-
/> rienza del pri-
mo volo o che siate esper-
ti piloti, con migliaia di ore
di volo alle spalle.

| invite everyone 1o visit
The Aero Club Como,
whether you are conside-
ring making your first ever
flight or a pilot with many
thousands of hours.
Cesare Baj
Presidente Asro Club Como

L'Aero ciub & una
realta peculiare del
territorio e uno dei
tanti motivi di vanto
della nostra citta.
L'associazione,
grazie alla forte
specificita, costitui
sce un formidabile
strumento promozionale. L'attivita dell'Ae-
ro club infatti, proponendo una sugge-
stiva forme di valorizzazione del nostro
lago, ha una diretta valenza sul piano tu-
ristico e dunque conferma la funzione
anche strategica del club rispetto alla
capacita di proposta di Como.

Thanks to its peculiarity, the Club is an
extraordinary means of promotion and a
source of pride for our city.

Club's activities offer unusual and attrac-
tive ways to enjoy Lake Como and repre-
sent a strategic element of the City of
Como tourist package.

Stefano Bruni

Sindaco di Como
Mayor of the City of Como

Il volo idro richiama ogni
anno moltissimi piloti e
amanti dell'aviazione da
ogni parte d'Europa ed
& un elemento irrinun-
ciabile dell'offerta turisti-
ca del nostro territorio

Every year water flying
aftracts lots of pilots
and aviation enthusiasts
from all over Europe and
offers them a fundamental
reason to visit our territory.

Francesco Scopelliti
Assessore al Turlsmo
Comune di Como
Responsible for Tourism
City of Como

AERO CLUB COMO
A non-profit sports association promoting water flying all over Europe

Lago di Como Ferry Routes
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back off the step. How apropos, here in Como, in the Lom
bardy Lakes District to highlight the world famous cheese o
Lombardy! OQur l anding was ¢
and you do the next oneo,
up again as instructed and even remembered the carb heat
years since |1 6ve had to usc¢
entry and turned final, again, on a south bound heading, the
the descent and the flare, and Paolo did his incantation b
this time we got to Afour
was started a tad high and which requires adding a bit ¢
power or possibly going around. Sdhree Gorgonzolas is a
good thing, but four Gorgonzolas = add power or go arounc
Too much of a good thing! A good safety tip and easy to re
me mber By the way that 0n4C
the town of Laglio, which just happens to be where Georg
Clooney has his villa. Paolo said that we landed right in fron
of his place, and in fact, | thought | saw someone shakin
their fist at us as we wat
the next landing Paolo found some glassy water up ne:
Lezzeno. The 500006 mount ai
funnel and block winds and a sharp eyed pilot can find almo:
every type of water condition daily on the lake along with
every type of boat wake imaginable. (see page 16) 15
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(from page 15)Glassy water landing technique require
descentto a heigptb out 2006 abov
Comods surface elevatio
about 600606, so we desce
put the aircraft in the landing attitude, added powe
about 1700 rpm, and maintained the landing attitude
a descent rate of about 150 to 200 fpm to touch d
Attitude and speed is held constant and descent rate is
maintained with power. Then, patience is required to

wait for the touch down which was smooth and gentle.

We did a few more ngl assy

[\

inor mal watero touch & L8.S § or t_h
was time to head back to Como, making a quick p = =

pass of Argengno, the lovely little village where g

-SIP\

daughter resides. A short ten minute -@rsouth fro

...and across the ramp

wat er s o,

T

Argengno andGoweg omad | O ANe

niner. This could almost describe my golf game.

| had a wonderful experience for my first LA
plane lesson. We performed about 9 take offs and
ings, the location was spectacular, my instructor PaolC
friendly, and very competent and knowledgeable, the
aircraft was well maintained and performed flawlessly,
and Franco, Andy and Paolo were very experienced and |
very likeably fellows. If you ever get the chance to trav-
el to Lago di Como, donao
Como and sign up for a ride. It is a flight and experienee",
you will never forget. For my 1.0 hour sea plane le
in the 172 on floats, including a thorough one a
quarter hour ground school and a very nice Aero it
Como Golf shirt | simply had to have, my total cost

287 which | found reasonable. (see page 17

esi t

at


http://midatlanticpilots.org/

My thanks to everyone at Aero Club Como Looking North on Lago diComo,

Check Aero Club Como http://www.aeroclubcomo.con ;
live web cam on the hangar, virtual tours & more. Laglio at left, Argengno at upper left

Check Geor gV¥illa&Views an&agddisComo

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6qgOovxATQQ
Check out Lago di Como
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VmsvNJP4oNg&feature=related

Bob Borghi Paolo Buscajoni
Ready to Lunch
Our Terrace at'the Hotel Argengno

LA 270 TmRenagade
I ;donet ~know why

= Twill try%ﬁnd out
== — The town of Argeng

=<

http://midatlanticpilots.org/ 17 |
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6qgOovxATQQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VmsvNJP4oNg&feature=related

